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In the best-selling tradition of Smithsonian Animal, this extraordinary survey of our planet provides

unrivaled insight into the forces and processes that formed our environment and which continue to

influence its evolution. With thousands of breathtaking photographs and unique visual catalogues of

the features and phenomena that take place on Earth -- such as rocks, minerals, and mountains to

tropical rain forests and the different types of clouds -- Earth contains the most up-to-date ideas on

how our world works, a compelling review on the health of the planet, and unbelievable images of

the world's most stunning features.
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It seems that DK and the Smithsonian have teamed up to produce a sure winner with their new

book "Smithsonian Earth". It is profusely graphic with superb full color photographs and illustrations

throughout.This book is divided into five major subjects: (1) Planet Earth (2) Land (3) Ocean (4)

Atmosphere and (5) Tectonic Earth. It is extremely well organized with a comprehensive index and

glossary. One will find "thematic panels" scattered throughout the text, which might in other works

be referred to as "sidebars". They serve three functions: They are used to highlight science (how

scientists have learned about different aspects of the workings of our planet), biography (notable

earth scientists, explorers and others are profiled) and environment (the ways humans are changing

the Earth). These panels are color-coded. For instance, all biography entries have a light gray

background.Having indexed some books myself in the past, this comprehensive feature was much

appreciated. It was impressive in that even the "thematic panels" are indexed as well as the regular



text. The index in boldface type refers to the most prominent page. For instance, copper's indexed

entry referred to the "thematic panel" that noted that copper is extremely malleable and can be

formed into intricate patterns that are invaluable for covering domes, spires and cupolas.

Furthermore, it notes that the copper roofs last for centuries - all this in a small thematic panel!The

first part of the book deals with the Earth's past with a colored timeline extending over several pages

dating from the Big Bang. The color reflects the temperature and the environment.
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